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Saginaw man faces child abuse charges in Midland 
County 
Posted by LaNia Coleman | The Saginaw News October 02, 2008 17:07PM 

MIDLAND -- A Saginaw man is headed to Circuit Court to face child abuse charges. 

Midland County District Judge John H. Hart presided over a Circuit Court arraignment for Alexis R. Clark-Parker, who 
stood mute after waiving his preliminary hearing Wednesday. 

Midland police say Clark-Parker, 32, brutally beat his girlfriend's 3-year-old son, Elijah Delong, on Sept. 15 at the 
Midland home where the boy and his mother, Brandi Delong, live. 

Clark-Parker remained jailed on $1 million cash bond. 

The youngster continues to recover from injuries, including a lacerated liver, fractured ribs and bleeding on the brain. 

Clark-Parker has two previous convictions for second-degree child abuse and has served time in prison. If convicted of 
first-degree child abuse, he could spend 15 years in prison. But if he's sentenced as an habitual third offender, he faces 
up to 30 years. 
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MSU expands role in National Children’s Study with $57 million NIH 
contract; groundbreaking research to focus on children’s health 
Contact: Jason Cody, University Relations, Office: (517) 432-0924, Cell: (734) 755-0210, 
Jason.Cody@ur.msu.edu; Nigel Paneth, Epidemiology, Office: (517) 884-1876, Cell: cell (517) 290-5062, 
paneth@msu.edu 

Published: Oct. 03, 2008  

 
Nigel Paneth, MSU professor of epidemiology, and pediatrics and human development. Photo by G.L. 
Kohuth 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Michigan State University has secured $57 million in funding from the National 
Institutes of Health to expand its role in the largest research project ever to study children’s health and the 
causes of ailments such as autism, cerebral palsy and asthma. 
  
As part of an alliance with Michigan’s top research universities, health care systems and state and local 
health agencies, MSU is leading the state’s role in the National Children’s Study, which will monitor more 
than 100,000 children from before birth to age 21. The $57 million in funding announced today will allow 
MSU to study children in Genesee, Grand Traverse, Lenawee and Macomb counties.  That money is in 
addition to $18.5 million announced last fall for study work in Wayne County. 
  
“This is the largest human health study ever undertaken,” said Nigel Paneth, MSU professor of 
epidemiology, and pediatrics and human development and the project’s principal investigator.  “By 
following children from before birth and studying their environment, we will be able to seek out ways to 
prevent many of the diseases children now suffer from.” 
  
The project will follow about 1,000 participants in each of the five counties to study the environmental 
influences that affect them, including toxins, nutrition, physical living conditions and socioeconomic 
factors, Paneth said. Children will continually be assessed throughout their development, including before 
birth. 
  
“MSU’s leading role in this groundbreaking children’s health study reinforces our commitment to work with 
other institutions and community partners to co-create solutions that improve the quality of life for children 
and families in Michigan,” MSU President Lou Anna K. Simon said. “The additional funding expands the 
geographic reach of the study and enables the investigators to include thousands more children and 
families.” 
  



Project collaborators include MSU, University of Michigan, Wayne State University, Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan, Henry Ford Health System, Michigan Department of Community Health, and the health 
departments of each of the five participating counties.  
  
Planning for this project began in 2002 when MSU and the other partners formed the Michigan Alliance 
for the National Children’s Study. The idea, said Paneth, was that each institution brings unique skills to 
the table:   

• MSU will coordinate the overall work of the study and house the main study office at its 
East Lansing campus. MSU Extension will play a major role in developing community 
engagement in each of the five counties. 

• U-M will be responsible for enrolling and interviewing study participants and assessing 
postnatal child development. 

• WSU will oversee the assessment and care of pregnant women. Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan will manage the repository for biological samples. 

• Henry Ford Health System will work with MSU extension to develop community support 
for the survey, manage environmental samples and oversee medical examinations of 
children. 

• MDCH will provide information related to live birth characteristics and locations in each of 
the five participating counties.  

Participants for the study will begin being enrolled in 2010 in Wayne County; 2011 in Grand Traverse and 
Lenawee counties; and 2012 in Genesee and Macomb counties. 
  
For more information, visit the Michigan Alliance for the National Children's Study Web site at 
www.epi.msu.edu/mancs/ or the NIH National Children’s Study Web site at 
www.nationalchildrensstudy.gov. 
 



 
 

Walk to end hunger   
Thursday, October 02, 2008 at 4:21 p.m. 

 
The Greater Flint Area CROP Hunger Walk is this Sunday, October 5th. It's all apart of a 
nationwide program to end hunger throughout the world. Around 2,000 cities and towns 
are participating. 
 
This year the organization in Flint has set a goal of 300 walkers and hopes to raise 
$30,000 to help stop hunger and poverty in Mid-Michigan. A portion of the funds raised 
will stay in the Flint community and be divided among four local agencies: Love Inc., 
Crossover Downtown Outreach Ministries, Dort Oak Park and Shelter of Flint. 
 
Last year, 127 walkers raised more than $24,000 in the local CROP Hunger Walk. 
Walkers are to meet at 1:30p.m. for registration at Woodside Church located at 1509 E. 
Court St. in Flint. The walk will kick off at 2:00 p.m. If you want to sign up, get a pledge 
packet or have any questions you can contact Frank Murdough 810-235-4990. 


